24                  HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

WMtsuntyde; wheare the eomynge downe of the
Holy Ghost was set forthe by a white pigeon, that was
let to fly out of a hole that yet is to be sene in themydst
of the roofe of the great ile, and by a longe censer 3
which descendinge out of the same place almost to the
verie grounde, was swinged up and down at such a
lengthe, that it reached with thone sweepe, almost to
the west-gate of the churche, and with the other to
the quyre staires of the same; breathinge out over
the whole churche and companie a most pleasant per-
fume of such swete thinges as burned therein. With
the like doome-shews they used everie where to fur-
nish sondrye parts of their church service, as by their
spectacles of the nativitie, passion, and ascension4/5 &c.
In a preceding passage Mr. Warton has men-
tioned that the singing boys of Hyde Abbey and St.
Swithin's Priory at Winchester, performed a Mys-
tery before King Henry the Seventh in 1487; add-
ing, that this is the only instance he has met with of
choir-boys performing in Mysteries; but it appears
from the accompts of various monasteries that this
was a very ancient practice, probably coeval with the
earliest attempts at dramatick representations. In
the year 1378, the scholars, or choristers of St. Paul's
cathedral, presented a petition to King Richard the
Second, praying his Majesty to prohibit some igno-
rant and unexperienced persons from acting the His-
tory of the Old Testament, to the great prejudice of
the clergy of the church, who had expended consider-
able sums for a publick presentation of that play at
the ensuing Christmas. About twelve years after-
wards, the Parish Clerks of London, as Stowe in-:

s This may serve to explain a very extraordinary passage in
Stowe's Annaies, p. 690, edit. 1605 : " And on the morrowe hee
[King Edward the Fourth] went crowned in Paul's church in
London, in the honor of God and S. Paule, and there an Angell
came domne, and censed him"

4 Warton *s History of English Poetiy, vol. i. p, 240.